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The Ewe’s News
President’s Letter
December is a busy month for most of us. Lots of cooking, baking and shopping occupy our extra time. Parties to attend. Friends and relatives to see
and spend time with. All this hustle and bustle before we settle into the long
cold part of winter that should include spinning time! Fiber Festival season
has come to an end and if we were lucky, a nice little stash of fiber was accumulated just for those cold winter days. If you signed up to participate in the
guild’s spin/knit along, you received a generous 8 ounces of some great
home grown fiber that now sits at the top of your to-do pile. Right??? Have
you been looking and thinking about what would be the perfect item to make
with it? Something that may earn you a People’s Choice prize at Festival next
year? Everyone has a chance to shine. Maybe this will be your year.
In the mean-time, come to Guild on the 21st with your wrapped 4 ounce fiber
exchange gift and have a little fiber fun. Maybe you will go home this year
with that extra special package everyone keeps stealing. Even if you come
just for the cookies and a little quiet spinning time, it’ll be good.
Don’t forget (as you are putting away the holiday decorations) to start setting
aside items for the January auction. Letting go of things you no longer want,
need or use is a great way to start off the year. Remember: one man’s trash is
another man’s treasure.
Happy Holidays to you all!
Amy

Next Meeting: December 21
Get into the Holiday spirit — give a gift of 4oz of beautiful spin-able fiber (no
angora or mohair, please) and get a beautiful gift in return.
We all take pride in wrapping up the most desirable package with a few
extra treats inside because we know the fun is in the stealing!
When it’s your turn to choose a package, choose from the table or steal a
present in someone else’s hands. If you steal, that person can choose or
steal too. Hard to explain this crazy game but it’s a blast!!
Bring your present disguised in another bag.
Don’t forget to identify yourself and the fiber in
your package.
Bring some cookies to share, too!

Holiday Exchange

Monthly
meetings are held
at the First
Presbyterian
Church
70 East Main St,
Victor, NY 14564
10am—4pm

Library News
Hi everyone!
As a reminder, only the last 3 years' issues of Ply and the most recent year's issues of Spin Off will be
brought to the meeting. Older issues can of course be requested through the library system, similar to any
other library item that you may wish to borrow. To request items, you can feel free to peruse the library's
catalogue and place holds on books at the library's TinyCat page: https://www.librarycat.org/lib/GVHG.
If an item is already checked out and you would like to request the item be set aside for you once it is
returned, you can still contact me directly by either e-mail at vickijobeighley@gmail.com or call or text me
at 315-264-3718. Placing a hold or contacting me directly is the best way to ensure that you can get a
particular book.
Several new items were added to the library in November. These include:
•

Hiberknitting by Stephen West

•

Westknits BestKnits Vol. 3 - Shawl Evolution by Stephen West

•

Strickmich! Knitting Innovations by Martina Behm

•

Colorwork Shawls by Melanie Berg

Thanks,
Vicki

November 16 Meeting Minutes
•

Welcome to our luncheon!

•

We’re looking for a few volunteers to help with the opening and closing of the church each month. Look
for the sign up at each meeting.

•

Bad weather is on the horizon. When weather might be an issue before a meeting, be sure to check
your email, check the website, social media, etc., before you hit the road. We’ll put information about
cancelled meetings out there as soon as a decision is made. If you would like to receive a phone call
instead, please make sure Wendy Caffee has the best number to reach you.

•

Vicki has added a few new books to the library that might help with our 8oz projects. Remember:
fewer magazines will be coming to the meeting each month. Reach out to Vicki if you are looking for a
specific book.

•

Winners of People's Choice award from Fiber Festival:
1st place Anita Conheady — 2nd place Chelsea Wong — 3rd place Jan Delles

•

Twiddlemuffs—keep working on those with washable yarn and doodads inside and out (no bells)—
we’d like to donate a dozen to the Cottages at Unity House before Christmas! Pattern is on the website
under Member News.

•

December 21 — Holiday exchange

•

January 18 — Auction (start going through stash)

•

February 15 — Robin Nistock will do a fleece skirting demonstration

•

March 21 — we will have wool prepping stations for carding, combing, etc. If you want to help with
this, just let Amy know.

•

April 18 — Musical Wheels

•

May 16 — Return of Spin-along items; cookies, fruit
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Membership
We’ve updated the membership form and will have this ready for everyone to fill out by the December
meeting. If you wish to renew on the website, the new process will be in place by the end of this month.
Our goal is to have all members renew with updated profiles on the webpage by the end of January.
•

Renew promptly so you can receive the newsletters, participate in Guild projects, and enjoy a fun and
informative monthly meeting with your fiber friends.

•

Any questions, ask Jane Stratton, Membership Chair. For website
questions, ask Tori Payne, webmistress.

January Auction
•

Our January 18th meeting is a “silent” auction—tables are filled with all sorts of treasures like books,
magazines, unfinished projects, fiber and yarn we’ve fallen out of love with, odds and ends galore!

•

Sort through your stash and closets at home. Bring in your treasures. Grab a bag and a card to describe your items and place them on the tables.

•

Buy tickets at 5/$1 and fill out your name (address labels work great) and
start shopping for new treasures to take home.

•

Winning tickets will be pulled from each bag at the end of the shopping
period.

•

Special News: the Guild received two older Ashford traditional wheels as donations and will be offering
these during the auction with a separate ticket price of 1/$5. With a little tender loving care, one of
these wheels could be the perfect addition to your fiber resources!

•

Remember: this auction is one of the Guild’s main fundraisers—thank you for your contributions!

Announcements
•

Warm Extremities — Julie Lovejoy collects all sorts of items year round and distributes to a variety of
agencies.

•

ROC Day—Black Sheep Handspinners Guild of Ithaca will have it’s celebration on Saturday, January
11, 2020 from 10am to 4pm, All Saints Church, 347 Ridge Rd, Lansing NY.

•

New members here today: Nikki, Chris and Shannon—welcome!!

We’re Invited
Hello - I am Kathryn from Old School Wool and Weaving center in Truxton, NY. Dedicated to the rescue
and restoration of 18th and 19th century weaving and spinning tools, I also focus on the creation of same
period cloth using these very tools, barn looms and spinning wheels. I welcome visitors and am happy to
give tours to groups or individuals, with notice of the intended date for a visit. This is free, and would take
in 7 barn looms and 20 spinning wheels plus related tools. Using these period tools, I create textiles for
museums, historic societies and private individuals, as well as a
few 21st century textiles on these same 18th and 19th century
looms and wheels. Please share this info and feel free at any time
to come for a visit. Kathryn
https://www.facebook.com/oldlooms/
https://oldschoolweaving.com/
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Sheep Study
•

December will be a catch-up
month—if you missed any of
the breeds this year.

•

2020 will see samples from
Polypay and Drenthe Heath

•

Any questions or to sign up,
contact Wendy Caffee or
Bonnie Weidert.

•

Watch the website for sheep
study updates—all the info
and handouts from past
samples will be there soon!

Polypay triplets

Drenthe Heath

Festival News
Do you want to keep up to date on all things Festival? Sign up for the
Finger Lakes Fiber Festival newsletter by clicking this link and add
yourself to the festival MailChimp roster . Not sure if you're already
signed up? Don't worry, it won't let you sign up again.

2020 Class information
Do you have an idea for a class? Are you interested in teaching? Here are some tips for working out the
details of your class. Download this 2020 Class Proposal and send it to Jaye Knight (details on the form)
before February 21, 2020. Not sure what to teach? Or how much to charge? Or how long your class
should be? Have some questions about how classes work at the festival? Here are some guidelines to
help you out. These are not set in stone, feel free to submit whatever works for you. We wanted to give
you some idea of what has worked in the past.

•
•
•

Popular classes in the past have included dyeing, spinning, weaving, felting, polymer clay, knitting
and crochet. We are always looking to include those crafts that are a bit more unusual such as basket weaving, wire working, beading.
Want to teach something not listed? Feel free to submit a proposal.
Guidelines: Class length should be under 3 hours, class cost under $60, number of students 12 or
less, and a materials fee that reimburses you for the cost of any materials supplied by you to your
students.

We welcome any and all class proposals. Thanks!!
Send in Your News
We love to read your articles, announcements, and special events
so please keep sending them in. Include photos and we’ll add them
if there’s room.
Send to: Tori at toripayne99@gmail.com
Deadline for each month is the last Friday at 9pm.
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Marketplace & Events
For Sale:

Wanted:

Hitchhiker with double treadle, 5 bobbins,
jumbo flyer, 2 jumbo bobbins, and travel
bag from Merlin Tree. I purchased this
demo wheel from Jen Adams—works
beautifully but I didn’t fall in love. Needs
a good home. Asking $300 for everything.
I will bring it to our December meeting if
you’d like to see it. Thanks!
Contact: Tori Payne at 585-322-2091 ortoripayne99@gmail.com.

I'm a former member, now
back in college full-time, so
not much time for membership, but am looking for an
affordable spinning wheel
chair if anyone has one
they would like to sell.
Contact: June Cotton
june.cotton77@gmail.com

For Sale:

For Sale:

Built in 2016 Norm Hall “Mariah”
Spinning wheel. Pristine condition.
Double treadle, double drive or scotch
tension. Box Lazy Kate with a total of
7 bobbins. Price that I paid was
$5,100. Will sell for $4,800. Norm has
a closed list. Non smoking home,
located in Rochester NY. Will send
photos if you are interested. Contact:
Debbie Santolla at 585-442-2989.

Ashford Traditional Spinning wheel
for Sale $285.With the demands of
family and work, it has not seen
much use since purchase by novice
spinner and is in good condition. It's
time for it to find a new home where
it will be used regularly and loved.
Four bobbins, bobbin caddy and
carders included with wheel.
Texts/calls to Colleen Delaney at
585-797-4495 or e-mails to
saranac.family@gmail.com

For Sale:
I wanted to let you know about a beautiful Norm Hall Mariah for
sale in Cooperstown, NY. This wheel (and accompanying distaff
with lazy kate) was donated to the Cooperstown Graduate
Association by 1978 Cooperstown Graduate Program alum Ann
Stewart. All proceeds of the sale go directly to the Ann Stewart
Memorial Scholarship at the Cooperstown Graduate Program in
Museum Studies (where I happen to be a student, full disclosure!).
This stunning single treadle Mariah wheel (#7) dates to 1988,
crafted in the style of colonial linen wheels. A gorgeous transparent
stain finish lets the true workmanship and the mortise and tenon
joints shine through. A simple leaf motif adds to the soft, understated beauty of this fine wheel.
The wheel is in good working order, just missing the drive bands
and one of the two pegs that keep the wheel in place. The wheel
also comes with a distaff-and-lazy-kate unit holding four additional
bobbins, which can be placed on a shelf next to you while you
spin. The distaff is also a fine display of Norm Hall’s artisanry and
the perfect complement to the wheel. The wheel, distaff, and lazy
kate are being sold as one package for $3500. Pickup only.
If interested, please contact Cathy Raddatz, Coordinator of
Alumni Affairs, at catherine.raddatz@oneonta.edu.
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Marketplace & Events

GVHG Members in good standing can place a
business card sized ad in our newsletter for FREE.
Please send your ready-to-print ad to Tori at
toripayne99@gmail.com.
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Guild Equipment

Genesee Valley
Handspinners Guild

The guild owns 2 spinning wheels, a drum carder, and a blending board
that may be used during guild meetings. If you would like to use one of
these items, please contact the following people a few days before the next
meeting and they will bring it in for you.

P.O. Box 542
Victor, NY 14564
www.gvhg.org

•

Thelma the Schacht Sidekick or Louise the Louet: contact Amy at
stoneedgefibers@gmail.com

Emergency Notification:

•

Drum Carder : contact Vicki at vickijobeighley@gmail.com

If we should need to postpone, cancel or find an
alternate meeting place, it
will be posted on our website, Facebook, Instagram
and Ravelry accounts.

•

Blending Board: contact Amy at stoneedgefibers@gmail.com

An email notice will also be
sent to the email address
you provided when signing
up for membership. If you
would prefer to be notified
by phone please
contact Wendy Caffee at
315-904-4175.

Birthdays This Month
Richard Hamula 12/2
Sue Sayre 12/7
Jessica Krueger 12/13
Carol Bonczek 12/18
Chris Frayda 12/18
Kristen OHearn 12/18
Serena Rachels 12/29

Position

Member

Phone

Email

President

Amy Klee

315-548-2032

stoneedgefibers@gmail.com

Vice-President

Marcia Mussack

585-526-6641

mmussack@gmail.com

Secretary

Tori Payne

585-322-2091

toripayne99@gmail.com

Treasurer

Karen Scott-Haggas

585-410-4379

khaggas@aol.com

Demonstrations

Amy Klee

315-548-2032

stoneedgefibers@gmail.com

Facility Liaison

Wendy Caffee

315-904-4175

largewhitedogs@yahoo.com

Fiber Festival

Jaye Knight

585-455-3880

jaye81@hotmail.com

Librarian

Vicki Beighley

315-264-3718

vickijobeighley@gmail.com

Membership

Jane Stratton

585-425-7311

jane123@rochester.rr.com

Newsletter Editor

Tori Payne

585-322-2091

toripayne99@gmail.com

Past President

Caroline Baker-Drake

585-732-2708

carell83@icloud.com

Sheep Study

Wendy Caffee

315-904-4175

largewhitedogs@yahoo.com

Warm Extremities

Julie Lovejoy

607-522-7840

angelmom@empireaccess.net

Webmistress

Tori Payne

585-322-2091

toripayne99@gmail.com

